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Abstract

Text linguistics is a new branch of linguistics that deals with the description and
analysis of extended texts (either spoken or written) in communicative contexts and
the role of participants (senders and receivers). Textuality is one of the important
concepts in it which was first mentioned by De Beaugrande and Dressler in their
book entitled "Introduction to Text Linguistics." They proposed seven features of
textuality where coherence is considered one of the basic concepts and seven-
dimensional in text linguistics and is the fundamental one, which linguistic scientists
have paid special attention to. In fact, this is the coherence of the devices that
contribute to the emergence of verbal and structural communication of the text.
There are two main types of cohesion:1- Grammatical, 2-Lexical. Imam Ali (AS)
wrote his letters to Muawiyah in the different circumstances, but they are not
separate from each other i.e. there is a strong connection between them. For this
reason, we studied those coherences and their aesthetics through a descriptive-
analytical approach. For our study, we chose nine letters of Imam Ali (AS) to
Muawiyah: 6-10-17-28-48-55-64-65-75. One of the outcomes we came across has
been the recurrence in the lexical cohesion that had the highest rate in Imam’s letters
to Muawiyah, as well as the reference in the grammatical cohesion section. We could
see that the cohesive devices link the letters to each other, such as the esophoria that
builds a network indicating the atmosphere of negotiations between the Imam and
Muawiyah.

Keywords: Nahjul Balagha; Letters of Imam Ali; Muawiyah; De Beaugrande-
Dressler; Cohesion.
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