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Manifestations of Alienation and Nostalgia in the Poetry of
Mahmoud Hassan Ismail

Amir Farhang Nia'*, Mahia Gershasbi’
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University, Tehran, Iran.
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Abstract

Alienation and nostalgia are among the themes addressed by poets from the past to
contemporary period, and they express anxiety, discontent and social isolation
accompanying with sad and sincere emotions. This phenomenon has many
manifestations in the soul of poets, as each of them expressed it in accordance to his
point of view and circumstances. Among the poets who tasted the bitterness of
alienation and expressed the feelings of sadness and pain, is Mahmoud Hassan
Ismail, the contemporary Egyptian poet whose language of sadness, alienation and
nostalgia are manifested in his poetry. Through a descriptive-analytical method, this
article aims to study the same expressions in Ismail's poetry and how they are
distributed as well as their role in arousing emotions and feelings. The importance
of this research appears in observing the extent of injustices endured by Egyptians
during the British occupation of the country and how hard-working peasants, as a
result of inhumane acts could give away their products to the tyrannical colonizer.
One of the most important findings of the article is that the poet has excelled in
expressing his feeling of internal and external alienation by drawing a tormented
conscience and a bleeding heart, but the intensity of his pain and alienation
gradually eases by turning to his Lord through mysticism. The poet also yearned for
the land, the homeland and the beloved as well as the manifestations of nature with
all his passion and longing, and the false luster of life in the city did not distract him
from mentioning his village. There is another type of nostalgia in his poetry, which
is the religious one that emerged after he became close to God and His Messenger
and lived with the issues of oppressed Arab countries. It also turned out that the
poet's sorrows made him sleep and choose a simple and honest style in his poetry.

Keywords: Modern Arabic Poetry; Alienation; Nostalgia; Mahmoud Hassan
Ismail.
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