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6. cohabitation
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Suspending Disintegration and Rereading the Conceptual
Space of the Family
Relying on the Lived Experience of Citizens in Tehran

Semiramis Shah Ismaili*, Taghi Azad Ermaki®*, Farah Turkman®

1. PhD Student, Department of Sociology, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran
Branch, Tehran, Iran.

2. Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran.

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran
Branch, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

Change in the family institution in Iran has led to strengthening of the discourse of
disintegration. The present article deals with the phenomenological study of the
conceptual space of the family and its status through of the interpretation of its actors.
The research has been done with a qualitative approach and relying on the lived
experience of the people from different family patterns. The research population
consists of 29 residents of Tehran selected purposefully, which includes the
normative family and its alternatives in 2017. Necessary data were collected through
interview as well as analyzed and interpreted by the content analysis method. The
findings showed that in the mental space of actors, the family pattern was not
obsolete but faced changes from a functional to emotional one and from a rigid
structure to fluid and the process of sustainability was built jointly with the themes
such as sexual satisfaction, support, commitment and love. The adopted strategies
showed that the family and its alternatives were moving toward a nuclear family
pattern. Also, an important feature of the family and its distinction from the Western
model was the maintenance of family relations, navigating the kinship system, and
maintaining its emotional and economic support. Thus, the dependent nuclear family
is the dominant one in the conceptual space of the family as we discussed in this
study.

Keywords: Family Breakdown; Family Alternative; Emotional Aspect; Dependent
Nucleus Family.
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