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A Review of Al-Mutanabbi in Adonis’s Al-Ketab
in the Light of Harold Bloom's Anxiety of Influence Theory
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Abstract

Harold Bloom's "anxiety of influence" theory is one of the postmodern flows
influenced by Nietzsche's philosophy and Oedipus Freud's theory of relationship
between poets and critics, relying on two terms "backward" and "predecessor."Based
on this theory, every poet tries to free himself from the anxiety of his influence by
employing different mechanisms and proving his independence from the predecessor.
Ignoring the extent to which this theory can be applied to all poets and critics, as
Harold Bloom puts it. The study of the poetic collection "Al-Ketab", in the present
moment" and the assignment of this collection to the text, along with the recitation of
the poet's life and poetry by Adonis, are the main motivation.The authors used a
descriptive-analytical approach to read this series in the light of the theory of "anxiety
of influence." The results showed that by using modern historical criticism and
deconstruction in relative reading, Adonis attempted to exert his independence in
three stages by employing mechanisms of influence retreat, denial of sanctity, and
self-criticism of the predecessor.

Keywords: Postmodern Criticism; Anxiety of Influence; Adonis; Al-Ketab; Al-
Mutanabbi.
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