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3. Universal literature
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The Universal Literary Elements in the Novels of ''Our
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Abstract

Universal literary theory is a new critical approach that aims to study universal
mechanisms literary work at the levels of Inline text, language, and framework. The
Universality is to achieve the level of universal recognition of the greatness of literary
work and the desire to translate, read and study. There is no doubt that the efforts of Najib
Mahfouz in the case of the novel had a great significance in the movement of Arab
narratives towards the world. This article attempts to investigate the Universal literary
elements in the novel "Our neighborhood kids" within the Universal literary theory,
through a curriculum that is a bridge between the Universal literary theory and the
descriptive-analytical approach. The results indicate that this novel has the advantages to
qualify for the presence in the world space, the most important is the victory of Najib
Mahfouz Nobel Prize. In addition to the presence of Inline text element’s such as the
conflict between religion and knowledge, and the balance between Egyptian society and
the Universal level in terms of ideas, the author's involvement in Egypt's political power
and culture has helped him gain access to the Universal literary space. Then translating
the novel into the most important languages of the world, such as English and French,
which helped her to cross the border of Egypt. But the universality of this novel does not
imply the availability of all the elements of the Universal literary

Keywords: Arab Narrative, Universal literature, Universal Elements, Najib Mahfouz,
Our neighborhood kids.
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