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1. Substantive definitions
2. Functional definitions
3. Soteria

4. Soteriology
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5. Transcendent soteriology
6. Immanent soteriology
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7. compia
8. Salvation
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9. Nirvana
10. Dukkha
11. Samsara
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12. Moksha
13. Liberation theology
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14. Anti-essentialist
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15. Pragmatic
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16. Initiatory
17. Rites of passage
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18. Existential meaning
19. Value system

20. Self-identification
21. Self-actualisation
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Abstract

This study critically examines the soteriological function of religion and the
concept of “soteria” (salvation), with particular emphasis on Christianity. Its
significance lies in the shift within contemporary liberation theology from a
traditional transcendental model, which emphasizes a personal God’s agency
in liberating human beings from existential constraints, toward an immanent
model centered on human capacities and self-realization within history. Using
a descriptive-analytical method supported by critical comparison, the study
examines the functional structures of religion and conceptualizes soteria as an
interactive process between humanity and God.

The findings show that soteria extends beyond individual liberation from
suffering and sin to include, through liberation theology, the social dimensions
of liberation from oppression. It involves two principal dimensions: “liberation
from constraints” and “attainment of existential perfection.” The study argues
that authentic salvation requires a dialogical relationship with the “transcendent
other.” Critiquing the notion of “self-salvation,” it proposes a synthetic model
of “transcendental dialogue,” in which divine grace enables liberation, while
faith and human action realize it historically. Thus, the study highlights the
multidimensional and transformative nature of religion’s soteriological
function.

Keywords: Soteria; Salvation; Liberation; Religion; Christian Theology.
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Abstract

The subject of the human being and the Perfect Human occupies a prominent
position in both the thought of Ibn Arabi and his followers and the
Transcendent Philosophy of Mulla Sadra and his followers. The belief in the
gradation of being (special gradation) in Transcendent Philosophy and the
gradation of manifestation and self-disclosure (the special-special gradation)
are among the most distinctive features that characterize these two schools,
despite their similarities and close affinities. Sabzevari is known as a teacher
and interpreter of Ibn Arabi’s thought and also as one of the commentators on
Transcendent Philosophy, reflecting his deep engagement with the ideas of
great philosophers and thinkers such as Hafez and Rumi. His interest in Arabic
poetry reveals a unique blend of philosophy and poetry, through which he
addresses the subject of the human being in his philosophical works and poetry,
which is rich in profound ideas. In his philosophical writings, Mulla Hadi
Sabzevari approaches the human being from a supra-abstract perspective and
deeply analyzes issues related to the Perfect Human. In his Divan Asrar,
although his mystical ideas are not expressed explicitly in the terminology of
theoretical mysticism, there are numerous poetic and occasionally non-poetic,
references to various components of theoretical mysticism, including the issue

*Corresponding author’s Email: h.taktabar@yahoo.com
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of the human being. In his discussions of the characteristics of the human being,
claiming a correspondence between the mystical perspective and Transcendent
Philosophy is neither an exaggeration nor an overstatement; rather, it invites
reflection on a shared vision. Sabzevari examines these characteristics within a
common and general framework, lending a sense of balance to his thought. The
artistry of Mulla Hadi Sabzevari’s poetry does not lie in presenting a new
project in philosophical anthropology, but rather in presenting profound themes
and meanings through aesthetically expressive language, within a framework
in which the Perfect Human appears as a mirror reflecting all the Divine Names
and Attributes. In this way, the Perfect Human is given a tangible and
accessible presence in the eyes of the reader.

Keywords: Philosophical = Anthropology, Mysticism, Transcendent
Philosophy, Mulla Hadi Sabzevari, Mulla Sadra.
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Abstract

Symbolic Structuralism is a theory rooted in Saussurean structural linguistics,
which posits that the relationship between the signifier and the signified,
while arbitrary, is contained within an internal structure. In Ibn 'Arabi’s
gnosis (‘irfan), the symbol transcends its status as a mere linguistic sign,
evolving into an “ontological structure” that bridges the microcosm and the
macrocosm. The “dialectic of rhetoric and semantics” employed here is
derived from I. A. Richards’ interactive rhetoric and Greimas’ structural
semantics; in this framework, rhetoric is not a decorative element but a
producer of meaning and a structurer of the symbol. The primary research
questions are: 1. How do rhetorical devices in Ibn 'Arabi’s texts transform
into symbolic signifiers that produce ontological significations transcending
literal meaning? 2. How can “symbolic structuralism,” the “dialectic of
rhetoric and semantics,” and “phenomenology” be synthesized into a unified
analytical framework that reveals both the structure of existence and
consciousness? The study aims to uncover the mechanism by which rhetorical
devices transform into symbolic signifiers in three texts from the Futithat al-
Makkiyya (Meccan Illuminations), based on the hypothesis that the symbol is
an ontological structure and rhetoric is a generator of meaning.
Methodologically, the research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
based on the synthesis of the three aforementioned theories. The findings

* Corresponding author’s Email:kfathi.arabic_study@yahoo.com
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reveal a network of symbolic rhetorical structures. In the first text (The
Dialectic of Self and Manifestation), nine symbolic segments were identified,
ranging from the iltifat (shift in person/address) in “He obeys Himself” (a
symbol of Self-manifestation) to the antithesis between “There is nothing like
unto Him” and “the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing” (a symbol of manifesta

Keywords: Symbolic Structuralism, Ibn 'Arabi, Phenomenology, Rhetoric
and Semantics, Husserl.
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