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Abstract

Heritage occupies a central position in the intellectual and aesthetic vision of
every generation of writers. As a rich repository of social, psychological, and
literary values, it has long served as an enduring source of poetic inspiration.
Arab cultural heritage, in particular, encompasses a vast span of human
history and provides modern poets with a rich body of symbols, narratives,
and images that carry the collective memory of past generations. These
elements possess a timeless quality that enables them to be reinterpreted and
integrated into contemporary poetic discourse. At the same time, modern
poets have sought to renew poetic language by responding to the need for
innovation in both the internal and external structures of poetry, thereby
expressing their intellectual and cultural concerns more effectively. This
process has given rise to a poetic language that combines the linguistic
heritage of the past with modern forms of expression, while also incorporating
elements of colloquial speech. Such a synthesis allows poets to achieve a
clear, accessible, and expressive style without relying excessively on obscure
metaphors or highly complex imagery that demands prolonged interpretation
by the reader. This article examines Farouk Shousha's use of poetic language
by analyzing the nature of his vocabulary and its semantic and symbolic
connotations through a descriptive—analytical approach. The study aims to
demonstrate how Shousha integrates inherited linguistic forms with modern
poetic expression while preserving both aesthetic value and communicative
clarity. The findings indicate that Shousha's linguistic style can be classified
into three principal levels. The first is the use of traditional literary language
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rooted in the Arab poetic heritage. The second is the incorporation of spoken
Egyptian Arabic, which brings his poetry closer to everyday experience and
enhances its emotional immediacy. The third is a renewed poetic language
characterized by harmony, repetition, innovation, and semantic coherence.
Through the creative use of traditional cultural symbols, Shousha revitalizes
historical and literary heritage, endowing it with contemporary significance.
His use of the Egyptian vernacular, expressed in a simple yet eloquent style,
enables him to convey profound feelings of patriotism, emphasize the
importance of national unity, and affirm universal human values.

Keywords: contemporary Egyptian poetry, Farouk Shousha, Poetic Language,
Linguistic Performance
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