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Abstract

The Seljuks were among the most significant Turkic dynasties in Iranian
history during the 5th century AH. Following the 2nd century AH, as various
states were vying for power within the Iranian plateau, the Seljuk Turkmens
gradually rose to prominence, eventually defeating major contemporary
powers, such as the Ghaznavids, to seize control. Initially, the Seljuks achieved
dominance through their tribal prowess and distinctive agility. Leveraging
these capabilities alongside strategic foresight and military techniques, they
established a government that became a cornerstone of Iranian history. The
Seljuk army possessed a disciplined structure and employed diverse strategies
in both internal and foreign conflicts. The primary research question of this
study investigates the combat methods utilized by the Seljuks in foreign wars
and domestic disputes, as well as the factors influencing the formation of these
methods. The preliminary findings suggest that, due to their nomadic and
pastoralist roots, the Seljuk army emphasized both light and heavy cavalry.
Furthermore, in domestic conflicts, they supplemented their military might
with diplomatic tactics and tribal alliances to consolidate their power. Utilizing
a historical approach and a descriptive-analytical method, this research
examines Seljuk military techniques and strategies by relying on primary
sources and the perspectives of contemporary scholars.
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