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1. The tenth insight: Holding the vision

2. The secret of Shambhala: In search of the eleventh sight
3. The twelfth insight

4. The Celestine prophecy: An experiential guide
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Abstract

Comparative literature provides a productive field for observing and
understanding intercultural interactions and influences. Historical, cultural, and
literary imperatives, along with the investigation and chronological mapping of
such exchanges, position James Redfield's novel The Celestine Prophecy as a
pertinent subject for critique and analysis from this perspective. The work
advocates a form of contemporary spirituality and mysticism and has garnered
widespread global reception, including in Iran, where readers often engage with
it based primarily on its surface narrative. This study first analyzes the mystical
and didactic dimensions of Redfield's novel and subsequently compares them
with those found in seminal Persian mystical-educational literary works (by
Hafez, Rumi, and Saadi). The findings reveal that the novel's mystical and
instructional themes are structured around nine "insights," encompassing
subjects such as self-knowledge, love as the core of creation, the consciousness
of beings, love, purposiveness, and others. While the work's outward form is
appealing and bears notable resemblance to Persian mystical and didactic
literature, an analysis of the cultural, social, and political context of its
production highlights its distinctiveness from the Persian tradition. The novel's
genre aligns with New Age self-help, despite its resemblance to classical
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religious-mystical works. It promotes a popular spirituality focused on
resolving personal dilemmas and self-empowerment. Furthermore, the author
attempts to present a vision of a utopian future society to the reader.

Keywords: The Celestine Prophecy, Redfield, Comparative Literature,
Islamic Mysticism, Emerging Mysticism, Insight, Intuition.

A



G5 48 s o dgglond] S5l S 3B Abilyy et i

BT b Glows (o3 95 50 Ay jour S8 pe 0,509, (bl dalllane

"0l 5 (gten <l (Sl S 1S (g0

Ol Gl Gl oKsls oye Slosl g by 09,5 JLazils )
Ol Oplis Gelins olRasls cw)lb Slusl g ;b 09,5 jLetils .Y

Ol et (sablanl fpall Jlaz g oKisls e Slosl g b 09,5 bobewl ¥
VECENVYY c o pds g VEYIONA el s g s

ouSs

el Sam il slags 38 1 5 cdlalss STl 5 sanlie sl caslia (slo i indss lool
Ol el Slalllae B 50 bactwgols cpl oleisl 5 (53lTs 5 ¢ 0ly (im0 )8 ¢ S0 )6 slos g0
5 Cugis 3l o5 Sl ol leioe Slate cnl 5l G g 9 350b 1) Al jeur I o] o sKits
S8 Olpl alezslg Lo puslyms )0 00 58 Jliitwl 050 55T 5 05 g0 &l |) oz yas (liye
il gt 8 i o byl | T ol e 6l 8l sliep Byo Failss 5 ol a8 5
Sol5o LiBl>) (o)l sorlss = Sl se 0l STl s o Jlows 51 nl sadad 5 8,0 0925 o
ool g S je maliae a8 el (] 51 (Sl g slaadly ol osd dulie g Gardal ((Goam g
il (5 emais (oaliiog il Slegose Jald oged ai LB o Slewl g% ol
Sl Ol Cblxe gl 51 ol sz e sl oals @)l g (goiedun (G (logzge (00 el
ol g olaiz] (S8 Coxbge S8l 55l5T5 L el Caleds Yl (o )8 ponls  Sloye UL
5 51 Al Al osboe patin (o)l (carlsi 5 Gl BT L ol S5ean azg Sl cnl (68 IS
g Sl onl 5ol ST Glse g e SIS At g el an pae 55k
yodle S oo zug i (Silwdiailgiog 5 satd OWie sl pladoly a5 ol ald dnsasle
IS 8 yme bl a4 1y 0] (6 ygbiske] sl o5 odibsS oiansh e

St 5 LS 5ebogi e s ol (e ¢ s Slllan walid o 58y 1 lS TSl

Email: arabim@shirazu.ac.ir () sts okimy s ¥

0



