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Abstract

Nadwat al-Ulama was established in the late nineteenth century with the aim
of reconciling divisions among Muslims on scientific, religious, and political
issues, as well as on how to confront colonialism. In the aftermath of the 1875
uprising, Muslim scholars and intellectuals of the subcontinent sought ways
to overcome the crisis, preserve Muslim identity, and advance their
educational status, leading to the founding of the Deobandi and Aligarh
educational centers. The traditionalism of Deobandi scholars and the
modernism of Aligarh created numerous disagreements. The dominance of
colonial rule over Indian society, alongside Christian missionary activities,
had distressed the Muslim community. As these conflicts intensified, some
Muslims, caught between the traditional teachings of Deoband and the
modernism of Aligarh, grew anxious. The outcome of this confrontation was
the emergence of Dar al-Ulum Nadwat al-Ulama as a third intellectual school.
This raises the question: What were the reasons behind the formation of
Nadwat al-Ulama, and how did the experiences of Muslims with the
Deobandi and Aligarh educational systems influence its establishment?

The findings indicate that the founders of this seminary sought an Islamic
education that occupied a middle ground between traditional and modern
systems. The founders of Nadwat al-Ulama aimed to integrate the two
preceding schools of thought. The establishment of this Dar al-Ulum was
viewed both as a resistance against Western culture and as a selective stance
towards tradition. They believed that in the face of the negative impacts of
Westernization, scholarly activities rooted in Islamic teachings were

1. Corresponding Author’s Email: f,janahmadi@modares.ac.ir
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essential. Nadwat al-Ulama went on to train prominent thinkers who are today
known as the Nadwi current. Due to its historical nature, this study employs
a historical, descriptive, and analytical approach to data, using deductive,
inferential, and interrogative methods.

Keywords: Nadwat al-Ulama, Aligarh, Deobandi, British colonialism, Indian
subcontinent.
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