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Metaphors in the Holy Qur’an and Ways to Translate them
into Persian Based on Newmark’s Theory:
A Case Study of Translation of Surat Al-Baqgarah by
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Abstract

Undoubtedly, the holy Qur’an is a book, in which, the most eloquent methods and
words are used to guide mankind. One of the most important techniques widely
used in the Qur’an is metaphor, which is one of the most difficult problems for
translators. To the extent that translating them is a difficult literary process and
requires special care, especially if these metaphors have a cultural load. In this
regard, Peter Newmark proposed seven strategies that can be used to translate
metaphors into the target language, which are being used by many translators
today, especially in the field of religious sciences. In this article, after a brief look
at the meaning of metaphor in the Holy Qur’an with the help of exegetical books,
Qur’anic sciences and rhetoric, the translation of metaphor in Surah Al-Bagarah
by two renowned Iranian scholars i.e. namely Mohammad Yazdi and Makarem
Shirazi, has been discussed. Then, the ways of translating these metaphors in this
surah have been compared based on descriptive and analytical methods. Among
the most prominent findings of this article is that both translators have greatly
benefited from the first principle of Newmark's proposed principles to maintain
formal equivalence; however, in the face of the verses that have a cultural load,
they have also turned to conveying the concept and dynamic equivalence. In this
context, Yazdi relied more on equivalent and purely literal methods, but
Makarem, while paying attention to the audience and the target language, resorted
to conceptual methods and explanatory additions along with literal translation.

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an; Metaphor; Translation; Newmark, Muhammad
Yazdi; Makarim Shirazi.
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