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Jihad in Islamic Jurisprudence:
A Comparative Study of Four Contemporary Shia and Sunni
Jurists

Ashraf Brujerdi”

Assistant Professor in Department of Theology (Qur’anic Science), Institute for Humanities and
Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

One of the most important issues of concern to the Islamic world that has a
religious basis is Jihad whose implementation and legitimization is based on
fatwas (decrees) and opinions cited by religious authorities. Thus, views of the
religious scholars have had direct influence on social and historical developments,
as issuing of a fatwa is tantamount to either give a license or a roadmap to do a
certain job. Today, Jihad has different dimensions to the extent that some may
take it as assassination and terrorism, not the implementation of God's command.
Some may also consider it as an obligatory order that must be implemented at the
discretion of the scholars. This study simply seeks to clarify the borderlines and
concepts of Jihad based on precise realization of the issue, divine verses of the
Holy Qur’an and the Prophet's tradition. It goes without saying that the opinion of
Shia and Sunni scholars are different on Jihad. Therefore, I have made a
comparative study of the opinions of those scholars. Among the Sunnis, the author
has referred to Muhammad Saeed Ramadan al-Buti and Yusuf al-Qaradawi, and
among the Shias, Allama Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din and the great
commentator of the Qur'an, Allama Seyyed Mohammad Hussein Tabatabai were
taken as the reference. The study concluded that Shia scholars had set limits to
Jihad, restricting it to a self-defense. However, Sunni scholars had taken it as a
necessity in any circumstances. Therefore, according to Shia scholars, elementary
Jihad was allowed only in the presence of the Infallible Imam, and for the Sunnis,
the denial of the boundary between elementary and defensive jihad is raised.

Keywords: Defensive Jihad; Primitive (offensive) Jihad; Islamic State; Permitted
to Resist against Tyrants; Terrorism; Ransom.
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