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Iragi and Iranian Presidents' Correspondences: A Critical
Discourse Analysis

Rooh Allah Nasiri*

Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Isfahan, Iran

Abstract

About two years after the Irag-lran war, and at a time when Iragi-Iranian relations
were neither war nor peace, Saddam Hussein as Iraq's top political leader, wrote
letters to high-ranking Iranian officials. In the correspondences, he sought to portray
himself as a pacifist seeking a peaceful solution to the Irag-lran crisis. Iranian
officials replied obsessively to all the letters. The role of these letters was very
important because they were written after the war that incurred heavy human and
material losses between the two countries. At that time, officials of both countries
were very careful and cautious in what to say and how to say it. Probably, it could
be said that the war between the two countries had gone from a physical battle to an
attempt at verbal persuasion. Therefore, it is important and necessary to examine
and analyze these messages through critical discourse analysis. After reviewing the
correspondences, it became clear that there was a dialectical connection between
their ideology, power, and texts. The more socially and politically powerful the
actor is, the more opportunity he has for linguistics, and in turn, has an effect on his
display of power. Officials of both countries — even perhaps unknowingly - used the
discourse components to strengthen and direct their discourse; components such as:
polarization, reference, lexical options, participant characteristics, implicit
signification, distance, and fallacy.

Keywords: Discourse; Critical Discourse Analysis; Iran and Iraq; Letters from
Presidents.
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