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Abstract

Motif (known as endoplasm in Persian) is taken into account as an
important element for criticism and analysis of literary text. 'Motif’
originally is a French word. And it means the main thought or subject or the
repeated word or factor and motivation in literature. Motives, in a poem,
have close and fundamental relations with soul and thoughts and the
emotions of poet.

The river and the sea is the most prominent motifs in Yahya al-Samawy’s
poem. The river is a representative of life and fertilization and home country
and it pertained to gaining and missing the home country. And, sea
represents fear and ambiguity and journeying through life and reaching
ambiguity.

Based on the analytic — descriptive method, this research tries to discuss and
analyze the motif phenomenon in Yahia al-Samawy’s poem.

Keywords: Iraqi Poetry, Motifs, Yahia al-Samawy , Sea, River.
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