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The Adventure of Me'raj (Prophet Muhammad’s Ascension
to Heaven) in the Story of Bulugiya

Ali Akbar Moradian Ghobadi*
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Lorestan University,
Lorestan, Iran.

Abstract

Many Muslim thinkers in various scientific and epistemological fields have
been influenced by the ascension (Me’raj) event of the Holy Prophet (PBUH),
such as mystics, philosophers, writers and storytellers in such a way that some
of them inspired by important parts of the event as mentioned in their fictional
works and stories. The story of Bulugiya - which is stated in many historical,
interpretative, literary sources, including the collection of a fairy tales “One
Thousand and One Arabian Nights” - is considered the one that includes
important Islamic intellectual topics and issues and the belief is that there are
significant similarities between it and the ascension event in various ways.
Therefore, it was decided to study it comparatively. The purpose of this article
is to deal with the reflection of this event in terms of form and content in
Balugiya's story in a descriptive-analytical way. The narrative collection of
the Arabian Nights consists of stories, tales and myths cause by interaction of
the Indian, Persian and Arabic cultures that has been designed in a complex
from, artistically and attractively. One of these stories is at inspired by the
Me'raj event is Bulugiya story which is in two parts: the first between night
467 and night 486 and the second one is between night 525 and night 527. It
may be that this story has been influenced by the Me'raj event in terms of
various aspects such as design and structure, theme and narrative elements
especially personalities, place and time. That what we are about to study in
this article.

Keywords: comparative literature, Me'raj event, the Arabian Nights, Bulugiya
story.
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