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Abstract

The current paper tries to find out effective components in historical and political
behaviors and beliefs of Ardebil sheikhs before the emergence of Safavid as well
as the extent of influence from other contemporary historical movements. In the
middle of the 7" century, we are witness to the growth and reproduction in Safavid
faith arising from political vacuum after the invasion of Mongols on the one hand,
and declining caliphate structure on the other hand. Between 7" and 10" centuries
AH, the tripartite operation from casual relationship with Aghkoyunlulars, crusade
component in the political bed, and frequency of rhetoric in religious domain, made
the faith of Ardabil Sheikhs successful.

Mongol invasion helped increase Sufi tendency as a mental base (fulcrum) of
public and made the Safavid government in 10" century possible. At the same
time, turning the faith in gaining political power effectively with internal
transformation in Safavid creed tends to crusade and keeping with the precedents
of other Sufi movements of 8" and 9" centuries. Although the marriage of Safi al-
Din Ardebili with the daughter of Sheikh Ibrahim Zahed Gilani, was the beginning
of recourses to Sufism and from components of legitimacy with Iranian-Shiite
basis and problems arising out of Mongols as well as peoples’ need made an
inclination towards miracle, but the assumption of some researchers in equalizing
Iranian thought with Shia culture in order to select a leader or introduce it as an
outcome of Safavid politics lack any religious base. Thus, theories of Tomas Burn,
Rojer Sivry and Valter Heints regarding similarity and matching the Shiite believe
with other cults are reviewable. In fact, taking into account the library approach,
the current study tries to find the answer of the question as: "How was the religious
thought of Ardebil creed prior to the formation of the Safavid government? And
which factors affected the approach of Safavid Sheikhs the most?” Although, the
Mongol invasion and strengthening of Sufism caused Sufi and Ghalian faith with
internal transformation but the point is that, Safavids were the most prominent
factor of Sufi movements at that time that were successful in forming an inclusive
government.

Keywords: Safavid; Shiite; Shah Ismail; Sufism; Ardebil
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