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Styles of Storytellers in Imitating Qur'anic
Stories
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Abstract

The storytelling is a social phenomenon which was prevalent in the ignorant
Arab societies. Storytellers, during their night sittings, mostly talked about
heroes of their tribes and regions. By the evolution of Islam and the
establishment of Islamic rules, the Muslim storytellers mixed the Qur'anic
stories with those by people's of book and those of Iranian, Greek and
Babylonian philosophers. They used several ways to narrate short and
precise stories mentioned in the holy Qur'an. Since some of these stories
were mentioned in Torah, storytellers directly referred to Torah while some
other ones referred to philosophers to complete and harmonize their stories.
Some storytellers also got the original stories of Torah and made some
changes in order to give Islamic aspects to the stories. They also used their
imagination to promote the realm of their stories.

Keywords: Stories; Storyteller; al-Wa'z; Qur'anic Stories; Isra'iliyat.
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