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Symbolism in Passion (Ashuraee) Poems: A Study of
Contemporary Arabic and Persian Poems
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Abstract

Although the cryptic images are so beautiful, they are resources to inspire
readers with meanings and concepts. The concepts, due to
incommensurability do not exist at a fixed level and accept various
meanings. As a result of the increasing use of symbols in the contemporary
poems, the Ashoraee’s poems changed greatly and used various secretes in
itself. So, an exact glance on the type of code usages in this type of religious
poem seems to be necessary. An important goal of the paper is to notify the
exclusive similarities and differences between the usage of codes in the
Persian and Arabic Ashoraee’s poems and the national and ethnic effects on
them. This goal is earned by a detailed investigation to the poems of
contemporary poets. The poems of 40 poets are selected from the two
languages and after extracting the symbols and their classification, a
statistical analysis is done on the Ashoraee’s poems. Some results from this
analysis shows that the existence of religious, historical and natural symbols
in the Persian poems is more than those of Arabic. Iranians outshined the
Arabs in using the national symbols. The flowers are the most important
common elements and the light and the darkness are the most popular
natural symbols in both languages. Using of some symbols was so special
for their own language and also some symbols have different meaning in
every language.

Keyword: Adaptive Literature, Arabic Poem, Persian Poem, Symbols,
Ashora
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