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The Aspect 'Other' in the Novel Qabl al-Raheel by
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Abstract

Qabl al-Raheel or “Before Departure” by Palestinian writer Yusuf Jad al-
Hagq is one of the most important novels that discusses events related to the
first exodus of the Palestinians and the Zionist occupation of Palestinian
lands. He presents the whole events in a beautiful style and language,
supporting his presentation with historic documentaries which deals with
stages of the Palestinian occupation. The author also depicts the Arab
mentality about others that refers in this research against "essence" and the
same "self" that are not attributed to the Arab culture..

In this work, the author sketches "Western and Jewish" as others, by firstly
deforming the images of those who occupied the Arab World and helped the
Zionist appropriate Palestine, secondly by portraying the Arab essence in
some of the characters. Jad al-Haq also discusses, in an interesting literary
style, the factors of Arab failure in regaining their usurped rights from the
Jews.

Keywords: Image; Novel; The Other; Self; Yusuf Jad al-Haq; Qabl al-
Raheel.
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